
 

 
 
Finmeccanica plays a leading role in the global aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the sector’s biggest international programmes through its 
group companies and well-established alliances with European and USA partners. A leader in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence and security electronics, 
civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, satellites, space infrastructure and defence systems, Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company. It also boasts significant 
manufacturing assets and skills in the transport and energy sectors; it is listed on the Milan stock market and operates via a number of group companies and joint 
ventures. It has over 73,000 employees, with more than 12,600 working in the USA, about 10,100 in the UK and over 3,600 in France. As part of its drive to maintain and 
build on its technological excellence, Finmeccanica spends 12% of its revenues on Research and Development. 
 

  
 
 
 
Rome, 16 July 2009 
 
 
  
Telespazio (Finmeccanica/Thales) and the Turkish Defence Ministry sign contract 
to build the Göktürk satellite system  
 
 
Telespazio, a company owned by Finmeccanica (67%) and Thales (33%), and Undersecretariat For 
Defence Industries (SSM - Turkish Defence Ministry), at the presence of the Italian Undersecretary of 
State for Defence hon. Giuseppe Cossiga, today signed a contract in Ankara worth over EUR 250 
million for the construction of the Göktürk satellite system.  
 
The agreement covers the supply of an earth observation satellite equipped with a high-resolution 
optical sensor, an integration and test centre for satellites to be built in Turkey, and the entire ground 
segment of the system, which will carry out in-orbit operation, data acquisition and processing.  
 
The Göktürk programme will be managed by Telespazio as prime contractor, Thales Alenia Space, a 
company owned by Thales (67%) and Finmeccanica (33%), which will be responsible for the satellite, 
and local industrial partners including Tai A.S., Tubitak Uekae, Maleri, Aselsan A.S. and Roketsan 
A.S.. Telespazio will also be responsible for the satellite launch, early orbit and test services. 
 
Giorgio Zappa, Chief Operating Officer of Finmeccanica and President of the Italy-Turkey Friendship 
Union commented, “signing this contract for the construction of Göktürk represents another step for 
Telespazio and for the Space Alliance Thales-Finmeccanica in the international expansion of their 
business, and recognition of Finmeccanica’s capacity to supply both the space and ground 
components of complex satellite systems. This success also strengthens the group’s position in 
Turkey, a strategic industrial partner and a core market for our activities: we are already present in 
the country in aeronautics, helicopters, air traffic control, transport, rail signalling and naval systems 
and have further significant growth prospects”. 
 
The Turkish industry will be involved at the system design and development phase and in supplying 
some sub-systems. In particular, local partners will assist in the building of the data acquisition station, 
the satellite integration centre, mission planning systems and remotely-sensed data processors. 
 
As part of the project, a joint venture will be created between Telespazio and a local partner to 
develop and market application services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




